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pressed the retreat hard and might at one moment have 1650 blocked it; but he did not hurry his men, for he had another and a better plan. At Musselburgh on the 30th Oliver's council of war decided to fall back on Dunbar and fortify a base there. The sick were shipped under his personal superintendence, but a considerable quantity of stores had to be left behind. On the afternoon of the 31st he struck camp and made Haddington during the night, his rearguard harried by Leslie's horse. He dared not turn and strike, for the Scots had 22,000 men to his 12,000 and the latter were weary and ill-fed, " a poor, shattered, hungry, discouraged army."1 Next day, Sunday, September 1st, he reached Dunbar and a temporary refuge, the Scots having pressed less vigorously owing to their disinclination to fight on the Sabbath. The English forces lay along the base of the little peninsula on which the town stood. " This now is all the ground that Oliver is lord of in Scotland. His ships lie in the offing, with biscuit and transport for him ; but visible elsewhere in the Earth no help. . . ." 2 That day Leslie sent a detachment south which seized the pass at Cockburnspath and so controlled the land route to England. That night he had his army on the hill called the Boon, where the heather of the Lammermoors fell in bent and cornlands to the sea. He had manoeuvred the invaders into a trap from which they could not retreat, and where, if they fought, it must be against odds which spelled certain disaster.3

Ill

Oliver was not blind to his critical position. On Monday the 2nd he wrote to Haselrig, the governor of Newcastle : " We are upon an engagement very difficult.

1 Hodgson, 143.                                   2 Carlyle, L. and S.t II. 90.

3 The authorities for the Scottish campaign before the retreat to Dunbar are Oliver's dispatches (L. and &, II. 73-6, 87-8, 102-5); Hodgson; Walker; Balfour, III, IV.; Baillie, III.; Whitelocke; Nicoll, Diary (Bannatyne Club); Memorie of the Somervilles, II.; Charles II and Scotland (ed. Gardiner, S.H.S.); Mercurius Politicus for August 1650 ; Maidment, Historical Fragments ; Crom-welliana; Ancr. and Loth. Corr., II. The best modern account, done with exact topographical knowledge, is in Douglas, Cromwell's Scotch Campaigns.